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which caused anxiety to the Tsar* In Russia also the situation
was growing critical Prince Henry VII of Rcuss, our former
Ambassador in St. Petersburg, Constantinople, aiul^ Vienna, pave
me a confidential account of a letter he Ivad received from his niece,
the Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna. The revolts of the working
classes had been mastered by the troops- But the people hud not been
calmed. On the contrary, a kind of fever hud seiml upon all
classes and all circles, and everyone felt himself called upon to
rescue and lead the Fatherland. This universal state of things was
only too fertile a field for serious revolutionary plans, and ilyn des
gene four exploiter et diriger le mouvement. The letter continued:

The saddest thing of all is the absolute luck of a HgM dt
conduite from above. One oscillates from one. system to another,
often from one day to another and you can imagine the effect of
this. There is therefore neither hope nor safely, and the apparent
reforms achieve nothing because they are given no time. They
are scarcely proclaimed before they are supplanted by others*
Either those in command can't or they won't see, and warning
voices such as Vladimir's, are unheard* I am afraid we shall soon
have the added terror of outrages to increase the general confusion*
If only a fairly decent peace would come soon, things might be
staved off. A firm and energetic lead could still save everything,
Well, that lies in God's hand!
With fond love,
MARIA,
The Russian Ambassador, Osten-Sacken, told nie a similar story,
The principal danger sprang from a general sense of insecurity.
Almost weeping, the old diplomat summed up his views in the
words: " Un feu d'energie pourrait nous sauwr^ mats on ne hi wit
faraltre nulle fan" For Osten-Sacken, with his mentality and the
tradition of his family, the rescue of the Russian dynasty was the
principal object. Consequently he was against peace at any price
with Japan. This was desired, he said, by Liberals and Revolu-
tionaries, who, in Russia, were sometimes difficult to distinguish
from one another. Witte, too, recommended it, out of spite against
Nicholas II, Of course, said the Russian Ambassador, a peace con*
eluded at this moment would be welcomed momentarily by the
Russian Press and Stock Exchange circles the world over, but would
be felt by the entire Russian people as a terrible humiliation, and
the Tsar would be made personally and directly responsible for it,
" p fourrait Stre la fin." But if the Tsar held out, the situation
might improve for him and worsen for the Japanese* The German